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tific methodology? followed, the explana-
search has, for a number of years, been tions of the phenomena disclosed, and
designing and constructing a series of the formulation of the new questions
demonstrations that, it was believed, raised by the disclosures, evolved from
would disclose phenomena which might the writer's communion with the fol-
be helpful in increasing the understand- lowing individuals, each of whom has
ing of the origin and nature of visual significantly contributed: Professors Had-
perceptions. The first series of these ley Cantril and Merle Lawrence, Dr.
demonstrations disclosed phenomena re-
lated to the perception of the static patrick, of Princeton; Professor Albert
aspects of the environment. H. Hastorf, of Dartmouth College; Pro-

During the last few years the Institute fessors Hoyt Sherman and Ross Mooney,
has been engaged in developing a cor- of Ohio State University; Professor
responding series of demonstrations dis- Horace Fries, of the University of Wis-
closing phenomena related to the per- consin; and Professors Earl Kelley and
ception of motion. The Rotating Trape- Marie Rasey, of Wayne University.
zoidal Window Demonstration, which is The members of this groupwere
the subject of this paper, is one of this drawn together by a common interest,
series that has just lately been designed and have been enabled to collaborate
and constructed. successfully for a number of years due

The formulation of the inquiry that to the effective administration of Mr.
led to this investigation, the conceptuali- John Pearson, Director of the Institute

for Associated Research.1 These demonstrations and phenomena have
been described in the following writings: (1) Acknowledgement is due to Mr. Kim-
"The Nature and Origin of Perception: Pre-

liminary Laboratory Manual for Use with ball Whipple for his aid in designing and
Demonstrations Disclosing Phenomena Which constructing the apparatus and to Mrs.
Increase Our Understanding of the Nature of
Perception," 1946-1947 (mimeographed); Alice Weymouth for her secretarial aid
Earl C. Kelley, Education for What Is Real, in writing the paper.
Harper, 1947, in which certain of the demonstra-
tions are described; and Merle Lawrence, Special acknowledgement is due to
Studies in Human Behavior, Princeton Univer- John Dewey for his help and for the
sity Press, 1949, in which more of the demon-
strations aredescribedin moredetail. The philosophical orientation he has con-
necessity of rewriting this preliminarymaterial

recognized.However, such rewriting and
tributed.

publication are a major undertaking which This study and related studies have
circumstances prevent us from undertaking in been made possible by grants-in-aid from
the immediate future. Sets of these demonstra-
tions can be seen at the Hanover Institute, Han- The Rockefeller Foundation and The
over. N.H.; at Princeton University; and at Ohio Quaker Hill Foundation.
State University. Manuals of the demonstrations
are in the course of preparation by Professors
Hoyt Sherman and Ross Mooney of Ohio State
University. • See references 7 and 1g.
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